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T 
he 28th Congress of the In-
ternational Union of Game 
Biologists (IUGB) was held in 

Uppsala, Sweden, 13-18 August 
2007. It was attended by ~485 dele-
gates from 36 countries, including 
Slovenia, Greece, Sweden, Ger-
many, Norway, UK, Spain, France, 
Denmark, Czech Republic, Russia, 
Lithuania, Belgium, Poland, Finland, 
Austria, Hungary, Luxembourg, Por-
tugal, Italy, Switzerland, Iceland, 
Belarus, Ireland, Netherlands, Esto-
nia, Latvia, Slovakia, Turkey, Ser-
bia, Canada, USA, Japan, United 
Arab Emirates and Kenya. South 
Africa was represented by 12 dele-
gates. 

A total of ~200 papers and 
~150 posters were presented in 5 
plenary sessions, 9 theme sessions 
and 5 workshops. Themes included: 
Adaptive management, Game 
abundance and bag statistics, Hu-
man dimensions of game manage-
ment, Predators, herbivores and 
forestry, Quantitative methods for 
game populations, Recovering and 
introduced wildlife populations, 

Technical progress and challenges 
for monitoring game, Waterfowl 
populations and disease manage-
ment in a flyway perspective, and 
an Open session. The workshops 
included: Genetic monitoring, Man-
agement of small game and large 
predators, Monitoring small game, 
Human dimensions of wildlife, and 
Game management in Africa. 

The next two congresses will 
be in Russia (2009) and Spain 
(2011). Brian Reilly of Tshwane Uni-
versity of Technology accepted an 
invitation to become the South Af-
rica country liaison person for IUGB. 
A proposal to host the 31st con-
gress in SA (2013) was discussed 
among the SA delegates and IUGB 
committee. 

Workshop 

Approximately 60 people attended 
the afternoon workshop on 17th 
August on “Game management in 
Africa - lessons learned, compari-
sons with Europe, adaptive man-
agement, and case studies” organ-
ized and facilitated by Peter Scog-
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ings (University of Zululand, South 
Africa) and Tuulikki Rooke 
(Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences, Sweden). The general 
aim of the workshop was to offer 
the European-dominated audience 
an opportunity to hear about how 
game management is approached 
in Africa. The workshop brought 
together people with different per-
spectives to present an overview of 
game management in Africa. The 
different presentations provided a 
background for discussions about 
problems, solutions, objectives, 
models, and comparisons with 
Europe. Scientists and wildlife 
managers from Nordic countries 
were specifically invited to take 
part in the discussions to elucidate 
the lessons and ideas that could 
be learned from each other. 

The first two presentations 
were about management of mega-
herbivores. Jo Shaw (University of 
the Witwatersrand, South Africa) 
spoke about her research on the 
re-introduction of black rhino in the 
Tswalu Kalahari Reserve. Simon 
Chamaillé-Jammes (Université de 
Lyon, France) introduced us to the 
research he is doing with Herve 
Fritz on the management of the 
Hwange elephant populations in 
Zimbabwe. The focus then 
changed from herbivores to the 
management of lion and wild dog 
populations in Tanzania, which 
was presented by Göran Spong 
(Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences, Sweden). Jonathan Kirui 
(Tsavo Conservation Area, Kenya) 

described the challenges of man-
aging the human-wildlife interac-
tion in the Tsavo Conservation 
Area of Kenya. The adaptive man-
agement approach applied in 
Kruger National Park on the basis 
of Thresholds of Potential Concern 
was presented by Mike Peel 
(Agricultural Research Council, 
South Africa) on behalf of SAN-
Parks. Bruce Brockett (North West 
Parks & Tourism Board, South Af-
rica) presented an interesting per-
spective of the history of fire man-
agement policies in protected ar-
eas in South Africa. Moving our 
focus from the conservation-
oriented situations to the commer-
cial use of game, Brian Reilly 
(Tshwane University of Technol-
ogy, South Africa) gave a succinct 
overview of the business of game-
ranching in South Africa, followed 
by Mike Peel presenting a brief 
synopsis of game monitoring and 
management in private reserves 
adjacent to Kruger Park. 

Discussion of the workshop 
topic was initiated by Jon Swenson 
(Norway) and Henrik Andrén 
(Sweden). They highlighted the 
main differences between game 
management in Africa versus 
Europe. These are that (1) large, 
state-owned protected areas are 
more characteristic of Africa than 
Europe, leading to conflicts with 
people at boundaries being a chal-
lenge in Africa, whereas game 
management in Europe is more 
under the control of private land 
owners, (2) the consequences of 
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making mistakes in managing wild-
life in Africa are therefore greater 
than in Europe. From there, Brian 
Reilly raised the issue of the cost 
to Africans of their development to 
a level where conservation could 
be “afforded”. Jonathan Kirui of-
fered the example of poverty in 
Kenya being a factor constraining 
conservation efforts. The message 
came through quite clearly from 
the workshop participants that until 
poverty in Africa is significantly 
reduced, conservation will not hap-
pen in the “European” sense, and 
for poverty to be reduced, it is pos-
sible that the environment/
biodiversity/natural resources will 
be heavily impacted.  

Del Benson (USA) then raised 
the topic of climate change and its 
impact on game management in 
Africa. Among responses from the 
participants was the observation 
that wildlife in Africa would have to 

be able to move out of protected 
areas if habitat in those areas was 
lost through climate change, how-
ever wildlife would be at even 
greater risk of extirpation outside 
these areas. A strong message 
emerged that Africa must be al-
lowed to find its own solutions to 
conservation challenges rather 
than bow to pressure to assume 
“European” solutions.  

The workshop was part of the 
project “Effects of browsing on 
woody plants in Acacia nigrescens 
- Combretum apiculatum savanna” 
funded by the Sweden-South Af-
rica Research Links Programme of 
the National Research Foundation 
and Swedish Research Council 
through grants to P. Scogings and 
T. Rooke. 

IUGB delegates enjoy 
a banquet in the State 
Hall of 16th-century 
Uppsala Castle, Swe-
den 


